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The Utila Centre for Marine Ecology:

The Utila Centre for Marine Ecology was _ Dijve spectacular coral reefs, encounter

founded in 2006 to bridge the gap between .
_ o J 9ap whale sharks and dolphins, kayak
applied scientific research and volunteer

conservation becoming a recognise&hrough mangrove Iagoons and trek
Honduran non-governmental organisation iremote beaches, all whilst working side

2007. Since then UCME has grown rapidlyby side with marine biologists and

to become a focal point for the investigation

conservation  specialists  conductin
of tropical marine and island biodiversity. P 9

research to better understand and

The centre now combines cutting edg&,nserve threatened marine systems and

marine science with exciting volunteer ] o )
orogrammes and inspiring e ducationalthe amazing biodiversity they support...
courses. Through the UCME volunteer
programme divers and non-divers alike can
learn more about the wonders of the marine
environment, assist national and international
researchers as they study the island’s wealth
of biodiversity and by so doing, directly

contribute to UCME’s ongoing research

aims.

Overview: As a volunteer on this project you will

participate in a variety of diving, boat based, and
terrestrial research activities currently being ciorted

by the UCME. You will be trained how to dive to
internationally recognised standards (if not quedif
already) and then given science training specially

designed to teach you the skills you'll requirectilect

important data sets. You will work as part of a kma
team and could be building up basic data sets en th
different marine habitats; or directly assistingr ou
resident scientists with their current projects.hed3e

include unique research that is aiming to achiex@asnable fisheries in Honduras; coral reef health



appraisals; and mangrove and sea grass studiesoulllboats carry the necessary equipment for

monitoring resident and migrating populations whale sharks and dolphins should a sighting occur.

Volunteer Costs:The UCME volunteer programme contributes to andosup the research and
conservation activities conducted by the centréh fioancially and through the work of the voluntee

As a not for profit organisation, all income is ohalled directly into the centre’s work and as #aJt
based NGO all revenue is retained within the conityahrough locally sourced goods and services used

by the centre.

Prices and Duration:
3 weeks - £949; 4 weeks - £1149; 8 weeks - £21852009 departures

Prices exclude dive training and participants nmesPADI Advanced or equivalent.
Additional one week’s dive training to PADI Advantepen water (if required) £419

What is included?

Met at Utila airport

Outward bound transfers to and from San Pedro @ifpothose staying overnight at Villa
Nuria Hotel onl

Accommodation (shared apartment)
Breakfast and lunch

Bed linen

Comprehensive orientation

Full Ecology training programme

Specialised Research Diver training
Underwater photography training

up to 10 dives a week

Hyperbaric chamber insurance and Reef fees
Full support from on-site staff

24 hour emergency assistance

Plenty of opportunities to explore the island

\What is not included?

Flights

Extra activities or additional dive courses notitorerary
Travel Insurance

Transfer to Utila airport on return

Highlights include:

Daily diving on spectacular coral reefs, whale khaard dolphin encounters, learning about
marine and island ecology, training in underwagsearch techniques, participatingactive
data collection, assisting marine biologists in@ng conservation efforts, helping with
awareness programmes in the local community.

Programme dates:
The programme starts every four weeks on theviatig Mondays in 2009* :

January 1%; February 8: March 9" April 6™ May4th; June : June 29; July 27"; August
24" September 24

* Dive trainees must arrive one week before theded




Additional

shallow waters that surround the island of Utila,

Information: The warm

off the north coast of Honduras, are home to
some of the best remaining coral reefs in the
Caribbean. Originally a small fishing

community, the island is now famous for its
world class diving. However the island’s coral
reefs and the wealth of biodiversity that they
support are facing increasing environmental

pressure.

Local and global threats are having a drastic
impact on coral reefs around the world with an
estimated two thirds of Caribbean reefs directly
under threat. The project on Utila aims to
identify and reduce local stressors to coral reefs,
to make them more resilient to global
environmental changes and will achieve this by
integrating targeted research, with ongoing

monitoring and community management.

And that's not all: the waters around this tropical
island play host to migrating populations of

whale sharks and resident pods of dolphin.

Globally both these enigmatic species are
endangered but due to its unique topography and
location, Utila has predictable populations of
these mega fauna. This enables scientists to
study their biology and behaviour - essential
information so that we can learn how best to

protect and conserve these elusive creatures.

UCME currently has projects that focus on the
health of coral reefs; mangrove and island
ecology; and the sustainable management of reef
fisheries. In addition, it contributes to the igdan
database studying migrating whale sharks and
the population dynamics and behaviour of the

elusive rough tooth dolphin.

Partners: A guiding principle of UCME is

that all work should try and build strong and
lasting partnerships with research institutions,
government agencies and other non-
governmental organisations. UCME is in the
privileged position to be supported by the
national and local government authorities of
Honduras and to further shared research visions
UCME is proud to partner with researchers and

support students from several Universities.



Volunteer Accommodation: Your

accommodation will be with other volunteers in
an apartment in Utila town close to the project
centre. Rooms are normally twin share and the
house has a communal living area. The
bathrooms are shared and have western style

toilets. Laundry can easily be done in the town.

Meals: Breakfast and lunch are provided.

There are ample cooking facilities for volunteers
to prepare their own evening meals, or you can
investigate a range of cheap restaurants where
you can eat out (average meal costs $5). Lunch
is the main meal of the day and will be made
from the range of ingredients found in the local
area and usually consists of rice, beans, corn,
meat, fish, vegetables and fruits. Volunteers
with specialdietary requirements can be catered
for. Lunch will be at the UCME office.

Language Requirement: Volunteers

must be able to understand instructions in
English. English is widely spoken on the
island (which used to be a British territory)
but the friendly Honduran staff in the house
provide an excellent opportunity to practise
or pick up some Spanish. There is also a

language school that you could attend

during the project if you want to pick up

some Spanish.
How many volunteers to a group?

The maximum capacity on our boats is for 12
people. This can comprise a mix of volunteers,
research students conducting other projects
through the ecology centre, and undergraduate
students completing a research dissertation with

us during a volunteer period of 8 or more weeks.

Want to know more%or more details on

the volunteer programme or the research
currently being conducted at UCME please see
www.utilaecology.orgor email

info@utilaecology.org




